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industry flourished there, aided by cheap labour due to
negro slaves.   This sugar by its cheapness competed with
the Mediterranean for 300 years in provisioning Europe.
They also discovered round the Cape the route to India, and
the costly route through Asia being no longer necessary,
the great market for sugar was transferred to Lisbon, so
that in 1515 Venice had to buy its sugar there.    During
this time America had entered the producing countries for
sugar.    Columbus, in 1493, on his second voyage took cane
from the Canary Islands to San Domingo ; thence it spread
to Cuba, Mexico, and Peru.    By 1553 Mexico exported sugar
to Spain.    In 1532 the sugar cane was taken to Brazil from
Madeira.    In 1600 there were 120 sugar factories in Brazil,
and its production ruined that of Sicily and threatened that
of Madeira to such a point that Portugal had to establish an
import duty to protect its old colony.    Important Dutch
houses founded branches at Lisbon to import direct their
colonial   commodities.    Sugar  was   sent  from   Lisbon   to
Antwerp and thence up the Rhine;   numerous refineries
were established at Antwerp, but the war of independence
of the  I^ow Countries  (1566-1609)  decided many Dutch
to leave, and the industry was transferred to Amsterdam,
where sugar refining prospered greatly.    In 1580 Philip II.
of Spain, having taken possession of Portugal, endeavoured
to prevent the Dutch, with whom he was at war, from
commerce with Lisbon; the result was different from what
he sought.    The Dutch colonies entered into direct relations
with the Indies and Java, founded a company, and soon
conquered all the Asiatic colonies of Portugal.    They also
attacked Brazil, devastated the plantations, and soon began
to make sugar themselves in the conquered country.    When
Brazil was restored to Portugal by treaty (La Hague, 1661),
the Dutch still remained.    On their expulsion they went to
the West India islands, where the manufacture was so bad
that it did not pay to send the sugar to Europe; they improved
it and became prosperous.    In 1791 the revolt of the slaves
of San Domingo stopped all industry there, but was of benefit
to   Brazil,   Guiana,   Jamaica, and  Cuba;   Louisiana  also